ST. JOHN NEUMANN

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

560 WALTON AVE.

235-6555

e-mail: stjohnneumannmtlre@comcast.net

www.sjncatholicchurch.org

Dear Parents of the Confirmation Class of 2012,

The staff of the Religious Education Program at St. John Neumann looks forward to continue working with you as we partner together to prepare your child to be fully initiated into their faith.

Because there are a number of details and activities involved in the preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, we have prepared this packet.  Please allow yourselves ample time to go over the information on these pages.  As you proceed through the packet you should notice that some of the pages are for your child to research and complete and the remaining pages have information that the parents need to complete.

We ask that you complete and return the required items by June 30, 2011. Please do not wait until the last minute to work on getting the required paperwork.  Some items will take a while to do, such as completing service hours and acquiring your child’s sponsor’s certificate of eligibility.

We’ve attached a checklist for your convenience; use it to keep track of all the required papers we are requesting.  Please take time to insure each item is completed and handed in together. 

Parents, please review the papers that your child has written before the packet is handed in. (You would be surprised at what some of the children write).

Lastly, please have all papers, except 8th grade service hours, handed in by June 30, 2011. Your child’s application should include all the required items on the checklist; all papers should be stapled together and typed.  The service hours for grade 8 are due by Thanksgiving.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Helen Graziano

Director of Religious Education




Checklist for Confirmation

The following is a checklist of papers needed for your child to receive Confirmation.

ITEMS NUMBERED 1-8 ARE DUE BY JUNE 30, 2011. ITEMS SHOULD BE HANDED IN TOGETHER!

ITEM 9 IS DUE BEFORE THANKSGIVING OF 2011.



          




      Item completed and 

                            Items to be handed in
               ready to be handed in

	1. Application


	

	2. Baptismal Certificate (copy not original) is only required if not baptized at SJN.


	

	3. Certificate of Eligibility (Not needed if sponsor is a registered member of SJN)


	

	4. Typed paper about my sponsor. 


	

	5. Typed paper – Research on saints name (same name as Confirmation name).


	

	6. Typed paper – My Journal of Thoughts When Helping Others.


	

	7. Service log paper with at least 10 hours of service for 7th grade. Must be church related. 


	

	8. Service log paper with at least 10 hours of service for 8th grade. This service can be church or community related.
Due before Thanksgiving 2011.

	

	9. Confirmation donation made out to St. John Neumann.

$35.00 – has a gown already!

$45.00 – need a gown!

Discount before June 30:

$25.00 – has a gown already!

$35.00 – needs a gown


	



APPLICATION FOR THE RECEPTION

OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Please print legibly the information requested below and return the completed form together with all required documents by June 30, 2011. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST & LAST NAME OF PERSON TO BE CONFIRMED  (no nicknames)

AGE (as of January 31, 2012)__________ DATE Of BIRTH________________________

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________



         # and street




city


zip code

(If you are not from the parish, you may NOT be confirmed here without permission in writing from the Pastor of your own Parish.)

Please do not guess this information – Use the Baptismal Certificate.

CHURCH OF BAPTISM______________________________________________________________

CITY__________________________________ STATE__________________ZIP CODE___________

DATE OF BAPTISM__________________________________________________________________





month

 
day


year

________________________                 _________________________________________________

MOTHER’S FIRST NAME                            MAIDEN NAME
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FATHER’S  FIRST NAME

LAST  NAME                             
NAME OF YOUR SPONSOR__________________________________________________________

HOME PARISH OF YOUR SPONSOR_________________________________________________

SAINT’S NAME FOR CONFIRMATION________________________________________________

My child    has       needs  a gown for Confirmation. (Circle one)

Notice:  

If your sponsor is from this Parish, no certificate of eligibility is necessary.

If your sponsor is from another Parish, please attach their certificate of eligibility to this application.

Please attach a copy of the candidates Baptism Certificate to this application.

**VERY IMPORTANT**

Please note all Information on sponsors.

THE ROLE AND ELIGIBILITY OF THE SPONSOR

The candidates, in consultation with their parents, must choose a sponsor.  The role of the sponsor is an important one.  A sponsor must be a person who knows the candidate and can help your child on their spiritual journey and can share their faith.  This sponsor should ideally be someone who has already been involved in the spiritual formation of the candidate, such as a godparent, a relative, or a member of our parish.


A SPONSOR:


Must be at least 16 years old.

*Must belong to the Catholic Church and who has been initiated in the 

three sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation.

*Must not be prohibited by law from exercising the role of sponsor.  The sponsor must be married in the Catholic Church or must have a marriage recognized by the Catholic Church.

*May not be a parent. (A parent can be a proxy.)

May be the same sponsor the candidate had at Baptism.

May be a new sponsor selected specifically for Confirmation.

May be male or female for any candidate. 

Does not have to be here for the night of Confirmation, a proxy may stand in for him/her.

*Should be registered in a parish.  Attending Mass at a specific parish does not automatically make a person a member of that parish.  You must officially sign up at the rectory office to become a member of a parish. 

Now would be the time to make sure your sponsor is a member of a parish.  To be eligible to be a sponsor, they have to be registered in a parish at least 3 to 6 months depending on the parish.

****If your sponsor is not a registered member of St. John Neumann Parish he or she will have to obtain a Certificate of Eligibility from their home parish.  

This Certificate is to be sent to you and must be handed in to us with all other papers in your packet.  Please do not wait until the last minute to do this.
ABOUT MY SPONSOR

A sponsor is a responsible person, a companion on your journey of Confirmation preparation and beyond.  Your sponsor is a special person, one who shares with you his or her own faith, knowledge and experience of being a Christian.  

Describe the qualities of the person you have chosen to help you become a better disciple of Christ as you prepare for receiving the sacrament of Confirmation, and for help during the rest of your life.  The following ideas should get you started!

*** THE PAPER SHOULD BE TYPED AND ATTACHED TO YOUR APPLICATION!

Name _______________________________

I chose _____________________________, who is…


• a relative (how are you related?)


• a friend of the family


• A coach / teacher

Good qualities of my sponsor:


•  They regularly attend church on Sunday and holy days of obligation.

•  Describe how they help others.


•  Describe how they support the church.

Give at least 3 specific examples of how your sponsor acts as a disciple of Christ.


For example…

•  Describe which of the corporal or spiritual works of mercy they practice.

· The reason I feel I can go to this person for help in making important decisions is….

BAPTISMAL INFORMATION

While students of our Religious Education Program are required to show Baptismal Certificates at the time of Registration, copies are not kept on file.  We now require additional information that is noted on the certificate.  If your child was NOT baptized in our St. John Neumann parish, please send in a copy of the Baptismal certificate and attach it to the application form.

CONFIRMATION FEE

There is a fee that helps cover the cost of Confirmation.  The fee pays for the speakers, the certificates, and booklets for Confirmation, gowns, among other things.

RECEIVED AFTER June 30th:

· $35.00 for candidates who have a gown from a previous Confirmation at SJN.

· $45.00 for candidates who need a gown. (Children will be measured in class)

         DISCOUNT IF RECEIVED BEFORE JUNE 30TH :

· $25.00 for candidates who have a gown from a previous Confirmation at SJN.

· $35.00 for candidates who need a gown. (Children will be measured in class)

CONFIRMATION NAMEPRIVATE 

The Bishop will seal your commitment to Jesus and His Church by anointing you with oil and by calling you by your confirmation name.

The name chosen for Confirmation should be a strong name, one that identifies a person as a Christian as does their Baptismal name.  In fact, candidates may retain their Baptismal name rather than choose another or they may choose a new special name for the sacrament of Confirmation.  The name chosen must be a saint’s name.

If the candidate cannot find information on the confirmation name chosen, please contact me.  I have a book that can match the name chosen with its saint’s name.

Candidates are to do research on the saint they have chosen.  In this packet, please note the RESEARCH ON SAINTS NAME paper which will give you ideas on what information is required when your research your saint’s name.






RESEARCH ON SAINTS NAME

*** THE PAPER SHOULD BE TYPED AND ATTACHED TO YOUR APPLICATION!
 Name______________________________________________________________________________

The saint I chose to pray to and who I want to be like as I prepare for Confirmation and after I am confirmed is________________________________________________________________.

I chose this Confirmation name because:


• It’s my Grandma, Grandpa’s name etc. and I chose it because…


• I want to be like this saint because…


• I always liked this name – why?

Pretend you are the saint’s biographer.  Use these lines to write a summary of your saint’s life story.  DO NOT COPY directly from Internet – USE YOUR OWN WORDS

•When was your saint born – lived – died?

•Was your saint a martyr? Why put to death?

•Was your saint a rich person who gave away riches and why?

•Was your saint married, single, a child, an orphan, a King, a Queen etc.?

•What did this saint do that makes them a hero to you? Why did this impress you?

What made this saint special?

•How did they act/treat others?

•What good things did they do?

What things can I do that my saint did– give at least 2 examples 


(having your arm chopped off and forgiving that person does not count)
JOURNAL OF MY THOUGHTS WHEN HELPING OTHERS

*** THE PAPER SHOULD BE TYPED AND ATTACHED TO YOUR APPLICATION!
Name_________________________________________

Ideas for your journal paper:

· Who needs my help – what can I do to help them?

· What did I do to help others?

· How did I feel BEFORE I started helping others?

· How did I feel WHILE I was helping others?

· How did I feel AFTER I helped others?

Service

As we continue to prepare your child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, we build upon the faith you have imparted to your child.  They have learned the corporal and spiritual works of mercy and now we ask the children to take this information and to live what they have learned.  Children are to do at least 10 hours of service during their 7th grade year and another 10 hours during their 8th grade year.  The service for 7th graders should be church related.  The service for 8th graders can be church related or community related.

We ask that the candidate fill in the service log attached to this packet. We do not ask for proof of service.  The service is something they are doing to help God’s children on earth.  God KNOWS if they have helped others and even though God is loving and forgiving, I am not sure I would want to lie to Him.

These service projects should not be done for a family member.  It is to be done for someone not related to the child.  Family members can join the confirmation candidate in the project, if they so desire. Actually, it would be great if the candidate and their sponsor could do the service projects together!  No payment can be accepted for this service.  It should be something that the child would normally not do.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Office use only


Date rec’d___________


Amount pd__________


Cash/Check#_________
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